 (
Our Staff:                              
NCM 
Director &
 Pastor
Pastor Jim Pegan
 
Administrative Assistant      
Crystal Dauback
 
Choir Director  
Verna Rocker
 
Organist                                         
Rene Stocklosa
 
Custodian                       
William Effland
Tidings 
July 2011
OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - FRIDAY
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Our Sunday Morning 
Worship Schedule:
 
8:15 - Traditional Service
9:00 - Kidz Church
10:30 
-  Traditional
 Service
 
Call the church office at  
942-2626 for Bible Study  
days
 and times.
OUR  SUNDAY
 SCHOOL  
 SCHEDULE:
 
8:30 a.m.  Breakfast
 
9:00 - 9:30 a.m.
Kidz Church
 
Sunday 
School
 does not meet during 
June - August.
Healing Broken Relationships is High on God's Agenda and Mine
     
So . . . after four months of anticipation, we are finally together to journey in mission and ministry through the Boonville United Methodist Church. Susi and I are eager to begin walking among you, learning your names and getting a handle on what God is doing in this place. I've been doing my best to scout you out from a distance and it seems like we are going to have an exciting and God-honoring time together.                                     
     I want to be very up front with you from the beginning. I know that it will be very important for me to pour significant time and energy into caring for you in a variety of ways. I will do my best to be an attentive pastor and I know that I will have good help in that area. I appreciate your patience and grace as we begin our new relationship. Along with those intentions, however, I feel that the Lord is asking me to reach out to the younger generations that are living and working in the Boonville area but not plugged into a worshiping congregation. Many of these people are your children and grandchildren and I know that it breaks your hearts to see them trying to navigate these difficult times without a firm foundation in the Word of God and the love of a church family. Some of you have been praying for years and have done everything that you know how to do to reach these young people and it seems like a hopeless situation. Let me encourage you by saying that God has heard your prayers and He is faithful to answer them.
     Luke 15:11-32 gives us a clue about God's view on wayward and backslidden children and grandchildren. In this well-known parable, Jesus tells a story of a spoiled son who asks his father to give him his inheritance early so that he can be free to live his own life. The loving father grants the boy his request and the son immediately leaves the safety and security of his father's house to blow his inheritance on wild and loose living. After sowing his wild oats for a season, the young man finds himself penniless and feeding pigs for a living.
     As you probably know, the young man finally comes to his senses, humbles himself and returns to his father's house offering to take up the place of a servant. To his surprise, he is greeted by his father with open arms and immediately forgiven and welcomed back into the family with full privileges. 
Verses 22-24 record part of the father's reaction to receiving his prodigal son back; "Quick!
 Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found."
     This parable offers hope to anyone that lives with the heartache and frustration of a prodigal child or grandchild. Sometimes the prodigals are even parents and grandparents. Regardless of 
who
 the prodigal is, the good news is that God is always ready and willing to forgive lost sons and daughters and bring them into his house. Some of you may be struggling with unforgiveness because you have been hurt so badly by your prodigal. Some of you may be frustrated because you don't have a good answer to the reasons that your kids give as to why they don't want to be part of the church. I invite you to consider that this may very well be the time for some supernatural healing. It's going to take some humbling on all sides and a great deal of prayer, but I believe that God is ready to help us welcome many prodigals back into the church family in Boonville.
     I will warn you that it very likely will require some flexibility on our parts to create a welcoming and inviting environment for these young folks to come home to. My experience has shown that traditional ways of "being the church," although still effective for some people, are not always attractive to young families. It will be one of my highest priorities to meet with church leaders to begin catching a vision for where the Lord is leading us in this regard. Please know that I will be sensitive about asking too much of you too quickly. I will do my best to honor the saints of the Boonville UMC as I lead us all to find new ways to reach out to the least and the lost in the name of Jesus Christ; the 
One
 who came to seek out the lost and offer them salvation through his own shed blood on a cross. With resurrection power and the Holy Spirit in our midst, I know that we will witness the healing of many broken relationships as we move forward in Jesus' name.
Peace,
Pastor Jim
Boonville United Methodist Church
202 Main Street
Boonville, New York 13309
315-942-
2626  bumc105@hotmail.com
www.boonvilleunitedmethodist.com 
)
image1.png




